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NORWOOD & MERCHANT NAVY COLLEGE

We recently received the information shown below from Tim Strickland concerning

NTC. He in turn had been assisted by Bob Douglas.

Norwood and Merchant Navy College

In 1952, Norwood Technical College, in southwest London, began offering training
for aspiring Radio Officers for the Merchant Navy. It was one of the first (if not the
first) local education authority colleges to offer such training, which hitherto had
been provided by private establishments such as Book’s Bar, Colwyn Bay and Earls
Court. Training, which was carried out by the Telecommunications Department of
the college, led to the PMG Second Class Certificate, the PMG First Class certificate

and the BoT Radar Maintenance Certificate.

| joined the course in September 1953, the second year of its existence. PMG 2"
class was completed after three terms which was followed by two terms to cover
the conversion course to PMG 15t Class and the BoT Radar Certificate which were
taught side by side. In those early days, the staff involved was very small. George
Danielson was the Head of the Telecommunications Department, who also took
classes, then those | can remember, Cyril Holmes, AA Rowlands, John Nicholson,
John Heywood, Mr Strickland. After Christmas 1953 they were joined by Frank
Mayoh and Bill Ellerington (In later years George Danielson and Frank Mayoh

aborated to write a technical handbook — “The Manual of Marine Radio” or some
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to the community by the philanthropist Mr Arthur Anderson. Mr Anderson was the
founder of the P & O shipping line. In 1894 it was renamed as the Norwood
Technical Institute. In 1904 it passed to the London County Council, LCC, Education
Committee and had another name change in1948, this time to Norwood Technical
College. With the demise of the LCC in 1965 it became a college of the Inner London
Education Authority ILEA.

| returned to the college in 1961 as an Assistant Lecturer, Grade A teaching on the
Marine Radio Courses. These had grown in size with at one time an entry each term.
Shortage of accommodation was always a problem and students at this time will
remember having to move around from the main building on Knight’s Hill to a
dilapidated Congregational Church down Chapel Road which housed the main Radio
Cabin and Morse Room, or the Co-operative Hall further down Knight’s Hill. Some
consolation was provided for travellers between the main building and its annexes -
by way of “the Rosemary Branch” on Knight’s Hill and the “Bricklayers’ Arms” on

Chapel Road.

Courses continued for the next decade or so, adjusting to accommodate for
changes in syllabus and the eventual replacement of the PMG 15t and 2"d
Certificates by the MRGC, the Marine Radio General certificate. (I found a pay chit
recently that showed as an Assistant Lecturer in 1963 | was earning £1008
annually!) Staff now involved with the Marine Radio courses included, Phil Smith,
Ron Walker, George Winkle, Ernest Gibson, Doug Teer, Bob Tritton, Ziggie Brezeski,
George Teasdale, Barrie O’Sullivan, Dave Witteridge , Ben Baxter and Bruce Purslow.

My apologies to all those | can’t remember.

In 1970 the college had another name change, now becoming South London College
and it underwent a major rebuilding process. At about this time ILEA was
considering rationalising its nautical training provision. Over the years it had become

yonsible for Pre-sea training at the Incorporated Thames Nautical Training
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and marine radio training at South London College. Instead of taking the opportunity
of bringing all these strands of training together, ILEA decided to tackle the problem
piecemeal. The real urgency was to deal with the problems of HMS Worcester and
the Edward VIl College. Pre-sea training was on the decline and anyway the
Worcester had become too expensive to maintain. Edward VIl was becoming less
popular with ship owners due to poor facilities in particular the antiquated living
accommodation offered to their cadets. So it was decided to build a new college in
the vast grounds associated with the Worcester (owned by the Marine Society and
leased to ILEA at a peppercorn rent) to cover the work of the ship and Edward VI

College. Merchant Navy College was born.

Work was begun on building the college at a cost purported to be £3m+. It soon
became evident that the rapid decline in student numbers on HMS Worcester and at
the Edward VII College would mean that the new college was going to be half
empty. Red faces all round at County Hall. Then a simple solution was found. The
Marine Radio section of South London College could be moved to Greenhithe at
relatively little expense. So when the college was completed in 1975 Marine Radio
moved down river from Norwood and became the Department of Electronic

Engineering

Frank Mayoh became the new Head of Department and several staff also moved,
Bob Douglas, Ernest Gibson, Barrie O’Sullivan, Ziggie Brezeski, Phil Smith, Dave
Witteridge, joined by new members Roger Taylor, Ted Ramsdale, Eric Saunders.
Various members of staff joined the Department including Simon White, Peter
Brown, Tina Haynes, Tim Strickland, Alan Gray. Again, apologies to those whose
names I've forgotten. Over time courses were changing with modified syllabuses
and the coming of BTEC. The Electronic Engineering Department was bigger than
the Nautical Studies Department and was now keeping the college viable. But

- ~umstances in the shipping world were changing fast. The British Merchant Navy

.3 in rapid decline even before containerisation had taken hold. Less marine radio
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Compared with the Congregational Church and Co-operative Hall of Norwood days,
MNC Greenhithe was like a palace. But amongst the staff there was, from the very
start, a feeling that it was too good to last. By the mid-1980s it became obvious that
the future of the college was doomed. ILEA was becoming more and more
disenchanted with MNC. The training of Officers (of any description) was
considered elitist, not in line with the ever more left-wing ethos of the Authority. The
college was far outside the normal boundaries of the Authority and an expensive
establishment to maintain. Furthermore, the majority of students did not come from
inner London. The facilities for nautical training were never completed. The ship’s
bridge was never finished and the planetarium never even started. The number of
Deck Cadets coming for training dwindled to none. The college could not compete
with rivals that were equipped with fully simulated ship control. In the early 80s ILEA
transferred what was left of Marine Engineering from Poplar College. This was a
disaster and only survived a couple of years. To cap it all, Marine Radio was about
to change. Radio Officers would become redundant within the next decade as ships’

communications went over entirely to satellite.

The final nail in the coffin was the decision by the Government, in the mid-1980s to
disband ILEA (along with the GLC) its work and control being passed to the
individual inner London councils, none of which were prepared to take on MNC. With
the decline of nautical education of any kind at Greenhithe, the Marine Society were
keen to take back the 35-acre site which could be sold for housing at a time of a
building boom. Valiant efforts were made by the staff to find another interested
party to take over the college, for example a local Kent authority, but to no avail.
Merchant Navy College, Greenhithe, finally closed in July 19889. It was demolished a
few years later and the site developed by Crest Nicholson as a housing estate,
Ingress Park. South London College did not do much better. After being rebuilt in

~1970s it, too, was demolished in 1990, again, to be replaced by housing.
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College for radio officer training

at Greenhithe

Pictured from the Thames the new Merchant Nacy training ¢
former training ship Worcester

The latest Merchant Navy training college to open
its doors to students wishing to make a career in
marine electronics or as other Merchant Navy
officers is now almost fully operational at Green
hithe, Kent.

This impressive new nautical college is con
structed on a $5-acre Thamesside site, in the
grounds of a once stately home, a few hundred
yards shore-side of the former Merchant Navy
training vessel, s Worcester.

Incorporating, as it does, both marine radio and
radar courses, formerly offered at Norwood Tech
nical College, and the deck officer cadet training
previously given aboard the Worcester and at King
Edward VII Nautical College, the new establish-
ment provides a unique opportunity for the two
disciplines to work side-by-side.

ollege at Greenhithe seen here framed by the bows of the

The department of electronic engineering,
headed by Mr F. C. Mayoh, BEM, CEng, MIERE, MSE
provides full time courses for the attainment of the
Maritime Radio Communication General Certi-
ficate, the Radar Maintenance Certificate and the
City and Guilds Marine Radio and Radar Tech
nicians Certificate

Fadilities provided for this instruction include a
Marconi Marine equipped communication and
navigational aids laboratory which is fitted with
two Commander main transmitters, two Apollo ssb
main receivers as main communications units with
two Salvor HI reserve transmitters, two Sentinel
reserve receivers, two Lifeguard N auto-alarms; a
Survivor portable transceiver, an Argonaut S vhf
radiotelephone and a Lodestar IID automatic
direction-finder; two Morse rooms where students

Marinar May-June 1976

Archives

are taught signalling. at a speed of 20 words per
minute under ship operating conditions and a
Radiolocator 12 equipped radar cabin

A fully-fitted mack-up of a ship's bridge incor-
porating a 20ft Marconi Marine bridge console is
now nearing completion.

Other facilities include a planetarium, the dome
of which will soon replace the Worcester as a
Thames mariner’s landmark, a fully-staffed college
sick bay; well-stocked library and a pleasantly
appointed self-service restaurant and snack bar
overlooking the iver

For recreation students have many activities
available to them including swimming in a five-lane
heated pool, table tennis and outdoor sports
facilities including cricket and football. For the less
energetic there are two television lounges available.

Up to 268 students can be accommodated in the
hostel blocks sited in the college grounds. The
cabins, many of them with river views, are attrac-
tively furnished single study bedrooms, complete
with wash basins and built-in storage space
Washing, and drying and ironing facilities arc
provided in each block.

RN

i O

The Marconi Marine equipped communications laboratory

Mariner May June 1976

Students receiving Morse training in one of the two
laboratories provided for this purpase

(V]
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Above, Students checking the circuitry of the
Radiolocator 12 radar installed in the radar cabin

Currently, the number of stud
radio officer qualifications totals 7
When at full strength thy

i
the students well in their fine new surroundings
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